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GET INFORMED



BROADCASTERS

NOTIFY LA

AMATEUR RADIO

EMERGENCY
INFORMATION

weather.gov/alertslafd.org/alerts alert.lacounty.gov

lapdonline.org fema.govready.gov/alerts

alertwildfire.org
fcc.gov

Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (WEA)

AM / FM 

SMARTPHONE ALERTS

Smartphones have  
alerting apps for  
emergency notifications. 

These apps may warn  
you of earthquakes,  
wild fires or other  
hazardous emergencies.

Follow LAFD dispatches to Structure 
Fires, Brush Fires, Car Accidents and 
other emergency activities in real time.

SiriusXM Channels
FOX NEWS CH.
CNN NEWS CH.

 
FREQ. 147.3 + 110.9 (LAFD ACS CH. 1) 

KPCC
89.3 FM
KCBS
93.1 FM

KIIS
102.7 FM 
KFI
640 AM

KABC
790 AM
KNX
1070 AM

redcross.org

ShakeAlertLA sends you notifications 
when a 4.5 or greater earthquake 
happens in Los Angeles County, often 
before you feel shaking. 

ShakeAlertLA

SATELLITE RADIO

Emergency Alert

ALERT SYSTEMS

Crime and safety alerts with real-time 
updates including user generated 
information of incidents reported to 911.



EARTHQUAKE MAGNITUDE SCALE

EARTHQUAKE HISTORY

LANDERS  
June 28, 1992
4:57 AM
Magnitude 7.3

WHITTIER
October 1st, 1987
7:42 AM
Magnitude 5.9

LONG BEACH 
March 10, 1933
5:54 PM
Magnitude 6.4

NORTHRIDGE  
January 17, 1994
4:30:55 AM
Magnitude 6.7

KERN COUNTY  
July 21, 1952
4:52 AM
Magnitude 7.5

SYLMAR  
February 9, 1971
6:00 AM
Magnitude 6.6

FORT TEJON 
January 9, 1857
8:20 AM
Magnitude 7.9

LOMA PRIETA
October 17, 1989
5:04 PM
Magnitude 6.9

DID YOU KNOW ?  
Each year the Southern California area has about 10,000 earthquakes. 
The majority of which go unnoticed. However, if there is a large 
earthquake the aftershock sequence will produce many more 
earthquakes of all magnitudes for months.

Information cited from www.usgs.gov

EUREKA 
November 8, 1980
2:27 AM
Magnitude 7.4

1-1.9 2-2.9 3-3.9 4-4.9 5-5.9 6-6.9 7-7.9 8-8.9 9-9.9

Vibration detected Building damage Building damage Devastating

GreatMajorStrongModerateLightMinorMicro

SAN FRANCISCO 
April 18, 1906
5:12 AM
Magnitude 7.8

NAPA VALLEY
August 24, 2014
3:20 AM
Magnitude 6.0

*Map details for reference only.

RIDGECREST 
July 4  6.4    5:35 PM
July 5  5.4    11:07 AM
July 6  7.1    3:19 AM
(2019)
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EARTHQUAKE HISTORY

SAN ANDREAS 
FAULT  
The San Andreas Fault extends 
750 miles through California. 
It forms the tectonic boundary 
between the Pacific Plate and 
the North American Plate.

NEWPORT-INGLEWOOD 
FAULT  
The Newport–Inglewood extends for 47 miles  
from Culver City through Inglewood and other 
coastal cities towards Newport Beach.

EUREKA 
November 8, 1980
2:27 AM
Magnitude 7.4

SAN FRANCISCO 
April 18, 1906
5:12 AM
Magnitude 7.8

NAPA VALLEY
August 24, 2014
3:20 AM
Magnitude 6.0

PUENTE HILLS FAULT  
The Puente Hills Fault extends 25 miles from 
Puente Hills through downtown Los Angeles, 
ending in Griffith Park.

*Map details for reference only.4



CHECK AREAS

STAY CLEAR

AFTER SHOCKS

PUBLIC SAFETY

1.

2.

4.

3.

If it is safe, check for gas and water leaks, and broken 
electrical wiring or sewage lines. If there is damage, 
turn the utility off at the source and immediately 
report gas leaks to your utility company. 

Stay away from downed power lines and warn others 
to stay away. AVOID GAS, do not attempt to re-light 
the gas pilot unless your gas line has been thoroughly 
inspected. Call the Gas Company for assistance. 

Be prepared for aftershocks. Stay calm and help 
others. NOTIFY CONTACTS if you evacuate, leave 
a message at your home telling family members and 
others where you can be found.

Cooperate fully with public safety officials and follow 
instructions; they are trained to ensure safety. AVOID 
DRIVING, do not use your vehicle unless there is an 
emergency.

more info at www.ladbs.org





Every year in Los Angeles there are carbon monoxide poisonings from 
a barbecue, stove, or oven used as a source of warmth. A safe way to stay 
warm is by using central heating, electric heaters, and ventilated fireplaces.

ADVERSE WEATHER 

Install a carbon 
monoxide detector in 

your home to reduce the 
risk of poisoning. 

Check to make sure 
heating appliances 
are in good working 

condition before
 using them.

If you use an outdoor 
generator, place it 

as far away from the 
home as possible.

Furnaces and 
fireplaces should 

be checked to 
ensure that chimneys 

or flues are not 
blocked to allow for 
proper ventilation.

Never use a 
barbecue, stove,
 or oven to heat

 your home. 

6 TIPS FOR EXTREME COLD6 TIPS FOR EXTREME HEAT

TO STAY COOL TO STAY WARM

 A winter shelter 
program is available 
for seniors and those 
looking for a place to 

beat cold weather. 

TIP: For shelter locations during extreme heat or cold  
weather events, call 3-1-1 or search www.laparks.org

TIP: A power outage may occur during  
extreme heat or cold weather events. 11

 
When temperatures are high, prolonged sun exposure may cause 

dehydration, heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke. Never 
leave children, elderly people, or pets unattended in closed vehicles,

 even with the windows cracked open.

ADVERSE WEATHER 

Wear light, 
loose-fitting 

clothing.

Hydrate by 
drinking water 

or sports 
drinks. Avoid 

drinking alcohol.

Avoid unnecessary 
exertion, such as 
vigorous exercise 

during peak 
sun hours.

Stay out of the sun if 
you do not need to be 
in it. When in the sun, 
wear a hat, preferably 

with a wide brim. 

6 TIPS FOR EXTREME HEAT

TO STAY COOL

Offer help to those in 
your neighborhood 
with limited access 
to air conditioning 
and transportation, 
such as seniors or 
those who are ill.

During peak heat 
hours stay in an air 

conditioned area. Visit 
public facilities such 
as shopping malls, 
parks, and libraries

 to stay cool.

TIP: For shelter locations during extreme heat or cold  
weather events, call 3-1-1 or search www.laparks.org10



Assess the safety 
of your residence 
and belongings. 

Do not cross 
rapidly flowing 

streams.

Don’t return 
to your flood 

damaged home 
if area is not safe.

Assess damage; 
check hillsides, 

houses.

Drive slowly and 
carefully as many 

roads may have mud, 
debris, holes, and 
washed-out areas.

Check drainage 
systems at 

your home and 
driveways.

Watch for 
mudslides and 
adjust drainage 

to reduce 
mudslides.

Plan for 
sandbags. 

Visit your local 
fire station if 
sandbags 

are needed.

Clean drains 
and gutters 
around the 

house.

Maintain all 
slopes in a 

safe manner.
Roots bring 

stability to soil.

Sandbags may help 
divert flood water, 

however they
 are meaningless 

when there 
is significant 
debris flow.

BEFORE THE FLOOD

DURING THE FLOOD

AFTER THE FLOOD

Bridges may be washed 
out, and culverts may be 
clogged. When you see 
water across a roadway, 
there is no way to see 
whether the road under 
the water has been 
washed away. 

STORMS & FLOODS 

13

Have a plan in 
place before 

an evacuation
is ordered.

Avoid walking or 
driving through 
flood waters.

Talk to your 
neighbors about 
their plans, and 
encourage them 
to evacuate early.

Turn on your 
TV/radio. You will 
receive the latest 
weather updates 
and emergency 

instructions. 

Disconnect 
electrical 

appliances 
and do not 

touch electrical 
equipment.

Los Angeles County contains some of the steepest and most erosive mountains 
in the world. With elevations reaching 10,000 feet above sea level. Below steeply 
walled canyons lie large coastal plains with a high population density. When heavy 
rains come, there is a significant potential for floods and mudslides.

6 TIPS SAFETY TIPS FOR FLOODS

WHEN ITS RAINING
Plan to arrive at your 
home or destination in a 
safe neighborhood. Remain 
there until well after 
the storm has ended. 

This could be hours or 
sometimes even days until 
after the rain has stopped. 
Be particularly alert when 
driving. Watch the road  
for collapsed pavement, 
mud, fallen rocks, and 
other hazards.

Bridges may be washed 
out, and culverts may be 
clogged. When you see 
water across a roadway, 
there is no way to see 
whether the road under 
the water has been 
washed away. 

STORMS & FLOODS 

If there is a 
chance of flash 
flooding, move 
immediately to 
higher ground.

12



NO FLAMES

FOOD

POWER OFF

PURCHASE

DRESS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DURING A POWER OUTAGE 

Open flames are dangerous during a power outage. Only use 
flashlights for emergency lighting; candles can cause fires.

Keep refrigerator and freezer doors closed. Most food  
requiring refrigeration can be kept safely in a closed refrigerator  
for several hours. An unopened refrigerator will keep food cold for 
about 4 hours.

Turn off or disconnect appliances and other equipment in case 
of a momentary power “surge” that can damage computers and 
other devices. Consider adding surge protectors.

If you are considering purchasing a generator for your home, 
consult an electrician or engineer before purchasing and 
installing. Make sure it remains outside of the house. 

Dress to prepare for the weather, if it’s cold outside layer 
clothing to stay warm and never use the oven as a source  
of heat. During a heatwave find places where it is cool,  
and avoid layering clothes.

TIP: www.ladwp.com for reported power outages & wait times. 
15

POWER OUTAGES

Charge cell phones and any battery powered devices. 
Also keep alternative charging methods at all times. 

Purchase ice or freeze water-filled plastic containers 
to help keep food cold during a temporary power outage.

Maintain the proper fuel or charge for your vehicle. If you use 
your car to re-charge devices, do NOT keep the car running in 
a garage, partially enclosed space,or close to a home, this can 
lead to carbon monoxide poisoning.

BUILD

CHARGE

LEARN
Learn about the emergency plans by following  
www.ladwp.com for additional information postage.

FUEL UP OR CHARGE UP  

BUY

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

BEFORE A POWER OUTAGE 

Build or restock your emergency preparedness kit, including 
a flashlight, batteries, cash, and first aid supplies.

14



Transformer

High Voltage Power Line

Triplex Wiring

Low Voltage Power Line
Used for Cable, Satellite, & Wifi

Solar Panel

Weatherhead

Electrical Panel
Power for House

7

7

LADWP
METER

SOLAR
METER
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POWER OUTAGES 
THROW AWAY

RESTOCK

CHECK

CONTACT

RESET

INFORMATION

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

AFTER A POWER OUTAGE 

Throw away any food that has been exposed to temperatures 
40° F (4° C) for 2 hours or more or that has an unusual odor, 
color or texture. When in doubt, throw it out!

If food in the freezer is colder than 40° F and has ice crystals 
on it, you can refreeze it.

Restock your emergency kit with fresh batteries, canned  
foods and other supplies.

Contact your doctor or your local pharmacist if you’re  
concerned about medications having spoiled.

Unplug any electrical appliances before resetting your circuit 
breaker to protect them from a power surge.

Do not call 9-1-1 for information—call only to report a life 
threatening emergency. If you do need to make a call, 
use the 3-1-1 number instead for any additional information.

TIP: If electrical power lines are down, don’t touch them. Keep 
your family and pets away. Report downed lines to 9-1-1.16















HAVE A PLAN
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Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 

Basic First Aid

Triage Procedure 

Individuals Assistance

Disaster Related Stress 

Disaster Assistance Information

School Safety

Place of Worship 

Recovery
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SPECIAL THANKS

LAFD FOUNDATION

THIS GUIDE

For donations to the Los Angeles Fire Department Foundation 501(c)3 visit: 

           supportLAFD.org
           310-552-4139
           info@supportlafd.org

For assistance with this guide, and its content for public use, please contact the 
Los Angeles Fire Department Homeland Security Division, Disaster Preparedness 
Officer at 213-202-3136.

For more fire department information
Visit www.lafd.org

Students and faculty from CSUN 
Impact DesignHub worked 
collaboratively with the Los Angeles 
Fire Department using design-
thinking strategies to produce the 
Emergency Preparedness Guide. 
For more information on Impact 
DesignHub, visit: csunDesignHub.org  

SPECIAL THANKS

LAFD FOUNDATION

THIS GUIDE

The Los Angeles Fire Department would like to thank California State 
University, Northridge (CSUN) Impact DesignHub and Professor Paula 
DiMarco Ph.D. for their design and collaboration on the creation of 
the Emergency Preparedness Guide. We would also like to thank all 
the various Los Angeles City Department representatives and their 
Emergency Managers on verifying the content that went into this guide. 
Thank you to LA County Office of Emergency Services for sharing their 
Emergency Survival Guide and its content towards this book.

For more fire department information
Visit www.lafd.org
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